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Water Quality Policy 101
• Federal Clean Water Act 

requires states to assess 
and monitor the health of 
waterbodies

• CWA is administered by 
two state agencies:
– Texas Commision on 

Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ)

– Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB)



Water Quality Policy 101 slide 2
• Compliance with the CWA:

– Set water quality standards
– Assess surface water bodies
– Address pollution concerns for waterbodies identified as 

impaired



What is “Watershed Protection 
Planning?”

• A framework for implementing 
water quality protection and 
restoration strategies: 

– Driven by environmental objectives 
and stakeholder participation

– Address sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to surface 
and groundwater – identified earlier

– Partnership effort
– Assures the long-term health of the 

watershed through:
• Strategies for protecting unimpaired 

waterbodies
• Strategies to restore impaired waters

– Watershed Partnership works 
together to leverage the Plan –
approved by the State of Texas – to 
obtain external funding to accomplish 
the goals set out in each strategy. 





The Watershed Protection Plan for the Arroyo Colorado 
was approved by the State of Texas in 2017

• A significant accomplishment
• Long-term effort from the early 2000’s
• Has enabled us to leverage Non-Point 

Source (Section 319) funds from TCEQ / 
EPA through the Clean Water Act

• Higher priority given to those watersheds 
that have an approved plan.

www.arroyocolorado.org









Arroyo Colorado Plan Lists Clear and Actionable 
Strategies to Improve Water Quality

• Several years of dedicated work 
by stakeholders developed these 
strategies based on: 

– Sound science
– Work groups focused on:

• Habitat
• Agriculture
• Wastewater 
• Water Quality Assessment
• Education and Outreach
• Stormwater
• Others







Bacterial Source Tracking



• Agriculture Goals, 
Strategies, and 
Management Measures



Municipal Permit Changes



Wetland Polishing Ponds for WWTF



Education and Outreach



Physical Models – Total of 4 available 
for use by schools

• Our two physical models have 
been used for many years and 
are showing some wear and 
tear.

• Completed repair of the 
models in June 2020

• Two new physical models 
constructed (2022)
– Enhanced outreach
– Very popular with local schools 

and environmental events
• Physical Model:

– Robust
– Real (not virtual)
– This means something to kids
– Our Rivers and Streams are not 

virtual…. They are real.



Model Repairs



Water Quality Monitoring – Are We 
Making Progress?



Arroyo Colorado Website



• Screenshot



• Screenshot



• Screenshot



• Screenshot



New Arroyo Colorado Website 

• Screenshot



• Screenshot



• Screenshot



For More Information:
www.arroyocolorado.org

http://www.arroyocolorado.org/


Questions?
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